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President’s Message 
By Jonathan W. 

          It’s showtime!  
     Our May show weekend (May 20th-21st 2023)  is just around the corner… One of my favorite times of 

the Austin Bonsai Society annual programing calendar.  Our annual show is an “all hands on deck” event and is a 

shared service each and every available club member plays a part in.  Special thanks to show Chairperson Joey 

McCoy and the volunteers who are coming together to assemble this year’s show!  

Can’t wait to see what our members bring in to display. Also looking forward to time spent having fun 

and getting to know more volunteer members. Reminder: please drop off plants at Zilker Friday evening May 

15th at 5:00 PM and help set up table risers, show screens,  and displays of approximately 50+ trees.  Following 

past tradition, a celebratory pizza party will take place at Zilker as volunteers finalize setting up the show Friday 

evening so don’t miss out on good times! Then, come by Saturday and Sunday, bringing friends and family to 

enjoy the show.  In years past we have had approximately 600 to 1,200 people tour our show, enjoying 

demonstrations, vendor and raffle tables. Then, come pick up your wonderful little trees and help us disassemble 

the show on Sunday evening at 5:00PM.   

Parking reminder:  on the Saturday and Sunday of the show, club members ideally park in the volunteer 

lot down the gravel path at the far end of the parking lot (so the public has more parking spaces to come in and 

see our show).  Also, we will have overflow parking at 2228 Stratford Dr, Austin, TX 78746 , with volunteer 

and public entrance through the “Rose Gate” @ the Hartman Prehistoric Garden in addition to the 

regular Botanical Garden entrance @  2220 Barton Springs Road .   

Display Reminder: any bonsai tree you would like to have displayed (or any items you loan for club use 

like stands, accent plants, scrolls, mosses, etc) must arrive on Friday late afternoon/ evening and remain in the 

show until Sunday evening @ 5:00PM. Also, Picking up trees early is not allowed because it would leave holes in 

the show and take away from the hard work that goes into meticulously setting up and balancing the exhibit for 

the public.   

Sharing Reminder:  if you have accent plants, display stands, accent stands, mosses etc that you can 

loan for the show, simply label them on the bottom and we are quite sure to find a perfect pairing for your 

accessories. Sometimes our accessories save the day!  

Welcome, welcome, welcome to our new members!  Reach out and say hi! Keep coming to 2nd 

Wednesday meetings and bonsai events around Texas to get to know future friends and mentors in the bonsai 

art.  Maybe even bring a friend or two who takes interest in bonsai to Wednesday meetings from time to time. 

Also, it’s good to read each month’s newsletter as soon as it comes out as it will have important dates and events 

listed.   

          

Sincerely,  

Jonathan Wood, ABS President 

 

Bonsai quote:         

" Bonsai is not the result :  that comes after. Your enjoyment is what is important."   

"The Bonsai is not you working on the tree; you have to have the tree work on you" 

--- John Naka, Master Bonsai Cultivator 

 

 

2 



 

 

Vice President’s Message 
By Roland L. 

Hello Everyone, 
 
I hope y'all are ready to awe and inspire our city with your trees this month! This is a special time of year when 
we all work together to put on a wonderful show for the public. If you haven't been to our show, I highly 
encourage you to be present for it! Witnessing people's reactions to bonsai is a lot of fun. It's a time when we can 
finally display these trees that we work so hard on and seldomly get to share with others.  
 
Please, if you can, volunteer to help setup and breakdown. We need your help and your trees to make this a 
successful event! 
 
Our guest artist this month is Mike Lane of Kitsune Bonsai! Mike will be creating a Harlandii boxwood forest that 
will be raffled off at the end of our meeting. These special subtropical shrubs are full of character with wonderful 
bark and small leaves.  
 
Mike is one of my favorite professionals to learn from. His style of teaching along with his extensive knowledge of 
bonsai always leaves me feeling more confident about building my trees. I hope you all can meet him again this 
month at our meeting. 
 
Please take care, all of you, and we'll see you soon, 
 
Roland  
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Reminder for club membership and advertisement 

  
2023 membership fee 
                Individual     $35.00 
                Family      $40.00 
                Newsletter monthly advertisements:  $35.00 
                Directory advertisement:   $11.00 
 
You may contact payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com for convenient  
electronic payment options (processing fee will be added). 

mailto:payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com?subject=ABS%20payment%20inquiry


 

 

Get Connected! 

Join our online 

discussion  

 

Official Website 

Visit our website at 

austinbonsaisociety.com 

 

Facebook 

Like our Facebook page 

AustinBonsaiSociety 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter 

@ATXBonsai 

 

Instagram 

Follow us on Instagram 

@austinbonsaisociety 

 

ABS Library  

https://abslibrary.libib.com/ 

 

 

YouTube  

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCLSknKbNLd3EOYwjkjNlneA 
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Austin Bonsai Society 

Board Meeting Minutes, April 18, 2023 

 

Meeting Attendees:  

Jonathan W. 

Roland L.  

Gloria N.  

Eric B. 

Simon T. 

Jacob K. 

Everardo V.  

 

Secretary’s Report 

No amendments offered to the Secretary's report.  

Motion to accept minutes made.  

Minutes accepted by vote of 6-0 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

A spreadsheet was provided showing a small net to date for the month of April, 

and a small negative balance for this year, to date. 

May Show Financials were discussed 

2023 AAGC dues have been paid. 
2023 LSBF dues have been paid. 
Treasurer’s report approved by unanimous vote of all present 

 

Preparation for May 10, 2023 Club Meeting 

Harlandii Boxwood forest with Mike Lane.     
Overview of program and artist’s needs.    

Club wire? Supplies? Who is transporting the artist, etc.?    
$350.47 flight reimbursement from here to New Orleans. 

Refreshment Hosts: Roland and Ever 
Tree Hosts: Jake G and Quoc 
Speaker/Artist Assistants: Roland/Eric 

 

ADDITIONAL REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LSBF Delegate Report: No LSBF board meeting or activity, so nothing to report. 

TTSBE Announcements: Per Simon: TTSBE will have a table at ABS show in May. 

Also a summer or fall sale 2023 is tentatively in the works. 

Zilker Garden Council: Voting on AACG Board:  6 Board members vote to ap-
prove the 4 AAGC candidates 

 

 

 

 

ABS Board Meeting Minutes 

http://www.austinbonsaisociety.com
https://abslibrary.libib.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLSknKbNLd3EOYwjkjNlneA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLSknKbNLd3EOYwjkjNlneA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLSknKbNLd3EOYwjkjNlneA
https://join.slack.com/t/austinbonsaisociety/shared_invite/zt-e6cakj80-yL2eKiJVhD2cKhtjMvNTcA
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New Business 

Show Preparation: Discussion of show preparation, including items needed, logistics, staffing, parking, and promo-

tion. 

 
FUTURE ITEM:  ROLAND - Visiting Artist ideas for 2024 program were discussed 

 
FUTURE ITEM: ABS Member quick survey for workshop topics and presenters etc.   

 
 

Meeting closed by President, following motion by Eric B. and unanimous vote of Board members present, at 8:53 PM.  

ABS Board Meeting Minutes (Continue) 
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Bonsai Calendar – Looking Ahead 

 

Date 

Day of 

Week 

Event 
 Type Artist Topic Location 

Approx 

Member 

Cost 

5/10/23 WED 

Club Night  - 

Demo/ 

Presentation 

Mike Lane - https://

mikelanesshohinstu-

dio.wordpress.com/ Harlandii Boxwood Forest Creation 
Zilker Botanical Gar-

den Center 

tickets for 

demo tree / 

donation 

table items 

welcome 

5/19/23 FRI 

Volunteer 

Set-up of 

Show ABS Club Members 

Volunteers Set-up room and drop 

off bonsai for display in Public 

Show - (approx 2:00PM - 8:45PM 

** see Newsletter for timeline de-

tails**) 
Zilker Botanical Gar-

den Center 

$0 - Pizza 

Provided by 

club 
  

5/20/23 SAT 
Public Bonsai 

Show 
ABS Club Members - 

trees on public display 

Day 1: Austin Bonsai Society Annual 

Show --Volunteers needed approx 

9:30AM to 5:15PM 
Zilker Botanical Gar-

den Center 

donation 

table items 

welcome 

5/21/23 SUN 
Public Bonsai 

Show 
ABS Club Members - 

trees on public display 

Day 2: Austin Bonsai Society Annual 

Show --Volunteers needed approx 

9:30AM to 5:00PM and 5:00pm-

8:30PM 
Zilker Botanical Gar-

den Center 

donation 

table items 

welcome 

6/10/23 SAT 

Bonsai Con-

vention / 

Seminar 

Club Members and 

Various Artists bring 

Shohin/Mame Size 

Trees to Display 

Day 1: LSBF Texas Bonsai Seminar : 
Shohin / Mame Focus - "Tiny Trees 
on the Trinity" approx 8:00AM - 
8:30PM https://
www.lonestarbonsai.org/2023-lsbf-
seminar/ 

Botanical Research 

Institute of TX Building 

@ Fort Worth Botanic 

Garden - Fort Worth, 

TX 

$100+ Early; 

$125+ Late. 

Workshop 

trees extra 

cost 

6/11/23 SUN 

Bonsai Con-

vention / 

Seminar   (same as above) 

Day 2: LSBF Texas Bonsai Seminar : 

Shohin / Mame Focus 
"Tiny Trees on the Trinity"  - Ap-
prox 8:00AM - 12:30PM 

(same as above, 
 Ft Worth, TX ) 

(see 
 above) 

6/14/23 WED 

Club Night - 
Demo/ 

Presentation David Whittaker 

How to create Saikei Plantings (on a 

Slab or in a Bonsai Tray)  - Interac-

tive styling – audience participation 

encouraged. 
Zilker Botanical Gar-

den Center 

tickets for 

saikei demo / 

donation 

table items 

7/12/23 WED Lecture 

Joey McCoy 
http://
hotbon-
sai.blogspot.com/ Bonsai with Native Trees of Texas 

Zilker Botanical Gar-

den Center 

donation 

table items 

welcome 

8/9/23 WED Presentation Gilbert Cantu Portulacaria afra 
Zilker Botanical Gar-

den Center 

donation 

table items 

welcome 

https://mikelanesshohinstudio.wordpress.com/
https://mikelanesshohinstudio.wordpress.com/
https://mikelanesshohinstudio.wordpress.com/
https://mikelanesshohinstudio.wordpress.com/
https://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2023-lsbf-seminar/
https://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2023-lsbf-seminar/
https://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2023-lsbf-seminar/
https://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2023-lsbf-seminar/
https://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2023-lsbf-seminar/
http://hotbonsai.blogspot.com/
http://hotbonsai.blogspot.com/
http://hotbonsai.blogspot.com/
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ABS Show and Sale – May 20-21 2023 
 

Hello Bonsai friends! Our 2023 Austin Bonsai Show, celebrating our 52nd year is coming up so quickly, I hope 
everyone is planning on lending a hand and showing up to make this a great experience. This is the single 
biggest opportunity we have to make connections with the public to grow our membership, all the while 
showing and sharing our passion for this art. So here is the run-down of the volunteers opportunities we need: 
 
Friday May 19: Set up day 

2:00pm we need a few people to set up the tables in the main room as well as the Greene Room, getting 
the layout ready for the supplies which will come next 

3:00pm Several of us will pick up the supplies from storage and drive them to Zilker  
4:00pm (approx) unloading the vehicles and begin to set up the risers, backdrops, table covers, mats, and 

pin it all in ready for the display 
5:00pm Bonsai, stands, accent plants, displays elements will be arranged and organized, the formal 

displays will be created. Also we need to set up the raffle tables (please bring raffle items!) and get the 
demo area all set up as well.  

7:00pm pizza for our hard workers. Short break and enjoy the camaraderie 
8:45pm everything is finished and we leave the building, ready for the show to begin tomorrow morning 

 
Saturday May 20: Day 1 

9:00am Doors open for volunteers for any last minute needs.  
10:00am Doors open to the public. I have a signup sheet for volunteers during our open hours, please find 

time to be an ambassador for the club, to help us to keep watch and to answer questions.  
2:00pm Demo begins (May Lau) 
4:00pm Raffle winners for day 1 are drawn 
5:00pm Doors close to the public. We do a quick check to see if any plants need water 
5:30pm out of the building. 

 
Sunday May 20: Day 2 

9:30am doors open to volunteers 
10:00am doors open to the public. Again, we need a good turnout of helpers during the day, so please 

consider spending some time. It's a great opportunity to also be able to take your time and carefully 
view all our Bonsai 

2:00pm Demo begins (Gerrit Clemence) 
4:00pm Raffle winners for day 2 are drawn 

 
5:00pm Show is over, the public leaves and the doors are closed. We need workers to carefully take down the 
displays and gently fold and box up all the components so they can be driven back to storage by our 
Volunteers. Usually out of the building by about 6pm 
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May Bonsai 
by John Miller  

 
In the Dallas area, May is usually the time you do the leaf pruning job if you have to do it. If you have kept the 
new growth pinched properly, you have been getting the ramification usually attributed to leaf pruning. The 
only good reason for leaf pruning is to replace foliage that has been damaged by wind or insects. On some indi- 
vidual plants that have large foliage, the new foliage will usually be smaller. Leaf pruning is done only on very 
healthy trees. Leaf pruning should be done after the spring foliage has matured and supplied the tree with 
enough nutrients to produce a good crop of new foliage. It must be done well before the summer heat causes 
the plant growth to slow or stop. I consider the very latest time to be Memorial Day. The tree should be 
fertilized 7 - 10 days before the operation. Cut the stems of those leaves that have them (maples) 
or cutting across the leaf about 1/16 inch from the twig if leaves are attached direction on the twig (elms). The 
tree will not need as much water until the new foliage has developed. 
 
If your azaleas have not bloomed yet consider removing a few buds where they would result in crowded 
blooms. When the azaleas finish bloom remove all seed pods and do any reshaping that is necessary. You have 
2-2 1/2 months (that is to mid-July) to work on them. They will start setting buds for next years blooms at that 
time. 
 
When the nighttime temp stays above 60 degrees it is time to start repotting the tropical material. Since there 
are so many different requirements for tropicals I will not try to cover their individual needs here. But in 
general, I like to put them in shade and mist them until the new growth starts. 
 
Warm humid days are favorable for fungal growth. Watch for mildew, black leaf spot on elms and yaupons, 
among other. As an organic control you can use baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) or better Potassium 
bicarbonate that you can get at a nursery.  Hydrogen peroxide in a 1% solution (mix 1 part of the normal 3% 
commercial product with 2 parts water) can be used on mature foliage. It may burn tender foliage but its only 
by-product is water when it breaks down. 
 
If you have insect problems you will need to apply your control, whatever you use, several times. For example, 
spider mites may go thru the cycle from egg to adult to egg in as little as 5 days.  Therefore you should spray 4 
times 5 days apart since there may be a few eggs or bugs you miss. Other insects will have a different 
cycle but that schedule should take care of almost everything. 
 
Aphids, spider mites, and scale continue to be the most prevalent insects. The foliar feeding of fish emulsion, 
liquid kelp, molasses, and apple cider vinegar (1 tablespoon of each per gallon of water) is all the control I use 
for them. Scale is the most difficult because it is usually covered with a waxy coating (the scale). You may need 
to use a horticultural oil mixed as directed on the label. Be sure that the direction you read is for summer use 
as some have two dosages given, one for dormancy (usually the first and strongest) and one for summer. Do 
not use oil on buttonwood or any other plant not included on the label. You might try a neem oil spray which is 
supposed to be an organic systemic. 
 
Please note: the commercial variation of my spray that is sold as Garret Juice does not do the same as the 
above mixture. It is erroneously labeled as the original formula Garret Juice. 
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If you see damage to the foliage or the plant is not doing well, look for other problems and if you do not 
recognize the culprit ask you favorite nurseryman for help. 
 
Start checking your pots to see if the sun is heating them up. Our summer sun shining on dark pots can make 
the soil temperature soar and kill the roots. Try putting your hand on the pot. Roots are living organisms and 
cannot take high temperatures any more than you can. Heating also dries out the soil making you water more 
often. Any number of ways of keeping the pots cool will work, the requirement being to prevent the sun from 
shining on them and letting some air circulate around them. I do not care for the aluminum foil methods 
because I don’t care to have the light reflected into my eyes and it is usually applied to tightly around the pot. 
A simple cloth with a slit to go around the trunk works fine. A good use for old rags. 
 
Remember all the work that you did in the spring? Keep the new growth trimmed so that you haven’t wasted 
your time. While trimming or watering check the wiring periodically and remove it before it damages the 
branch. If the branch springs back some rewire it. 
 
If you are not on a regular organic foliar/drench feed schedule be sure to use fertilizer cakes with supplemental 
feeding with a good liquid fertilizer, one that includes the minor elements. Most bonsai I see are malnourished. 
The liquid water soluble fertilizer gets washed out with the next watering and the tree starves until the 
next infrequent feeding. There are a number of fertilizers in pellet or cake form on the market or you can make 
your own. 
 
Potting season will soon be on us. The tropicals this time. You can start repotting them when the nights stay 
warm. One nice thing about tropicals, they give you a long repotting season by starting 
with those that take cooler weather and going into summer with some of the ficus and buttonwoods. 
 
Its time to consider becoming more proficient at your hobby. The LSBF convention in Fort Worth will give you 
several classes plus associating with bonsai people. And you can learn all the rules but without practice you will 
not be able to perform. You need practice to learn to recognize the line of the raw material you are starting 
with. You get this practice and experience by taking part in your clubs various study groups, beginners classes, 
and workshops. If you are not a beginner, try teaching some beginners. The teacher always learns as much as 
his students by trying to verbalize what he is attempting to teach. Visit conventions especially the local state 
convention and discuss trees with others who share your like for a particular style or species. 
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 Reminder: 2023 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEE AMOUNT INCREASE 

 

            Beginning in January 2023, ABS will charge an annual membership fee of 

$35 for an individual and $40/couple pursuant to the vote taken by the ABS 

Board on May 17, 2022, the discussion by attendees at the June 22 ABS meeting, 

the newsletter announcement dated June and July, 2022 and the regular meeting 

vote taken on July 13, 2022.  Fees for electronic payments will be added to those 

amounts.  

 

            Memberships are annual and need to be renewed each year by the end of 

February in order to receive a copy of the 2023 Directory. 

New/Renewed Members  

 

Ian G. & Dennis N. Greg S. Fred W. Chris & Ashley A. 

Gustavo R. & Mariana H. Gabe H.   
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Recruiting Authors 
  

 With a nod of respect to John Miller, who has been diligently writing monthly columns for 

our newsletter, we would also like to take this time to invite interested members with knowledge 

and experiences of local Austin conditions to write articles for beginners and potential aspirants 

keen on raising bonsai. The Bonsai Notebook is looking for a new voice to author a column 

providing helpful reminders and tips dedicated to caring for bonsai. Be it a monthly routine or 

winter procedures, we’d like to welcome new perspectives and experiences to be shared in this 

newsletter. If interested, please contact: webmaster.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com. 

 

 A warm thank you to John Miller for writing the latest columns. Even I, as the editor, may 

have taken these last months for granted and have been reminded that life is a charming 

companion that deserves to be appreciated every day. Thank you for your helpful words! 
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The Austin Bonsai Society is a nonprofit organization which exists 

to help in providing guidance and education for individuals in their 

desire to learn and expand their knowledge and skill in the arts of 

bonsai. 

The Society holds regular meetings, twelve months a year, on the 

second Wednesday of each month. Our social period begins at 7:00 

pm, followed by our program at 7:30 pm. Normally, unless 

announced otherwise, these meetings are held in the Zilker Garden 

Center building, located on Barton Springs Road in Zilker Park, 

Austin, Texas. We offer a monthly program of interest to the 

general membership. 

The cost of membership is presently only $32.50 for an individual 

and $37.50 for a family membership. For additional information, 

contact the Austin Bonsai Society at P.O. Box 340474, Austin, TX 

78734. 

About Us 

Austin Bonsai 
Society 

P.O. Box 340474 
Austin, TX 78734 

Bonsai Notebook 
Austin Bonsai Society 

P.O. Box 340474 

Austin, Texas 78734 


