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Calendar of Events 

February 11, 2026  
 Topic: BYOT—Focus on Wiring Techniques 

 Time: 6:30pm - 9:00pm (Meeting starts at 7pm) 

 Location: Zilker Botanical Garden 

 
February 28, 2026 
 Austin’s Day of Bonsai 

 Location: Zilker Botanical Garden 

 Time: 9:30am - 4:30pm 

 Setup is scheduled for February 27 from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. (see page 5).  

 For participation details or additional information, please see pages 4 - 9 
 

March 1, 2026 
 Private workshop with Randy Bennett 

 For participation details or additional information, please refer to page 9. 

 Time: 9:30am - 4pm 
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Eric B. 
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President’s Message 
By Eric B. 
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 Hello everyone! I hope all of your trees made it through the cold snap in good shape. Luckily the pre-
cipitation was sleet, so it didn’t stick to trees and power lines and such, which saved us from a repeat of 2021 
(for the most part). Hopefully this will have the bright side of providing enough cold for our deciduous trees to 
get some real dormancy. And to think, last month I was joking about how warm it’s been. 
 
 Joey McCoy’s presentation on yamadori collection at the January meeting went very well, as usual. 
Thanks, Joey, for once again sharing your knowledge with the rest of us. Collecting trees from the “wild” is a 
great way to get excellent bonsai material, and now is the time of year for doing this, so this was a very apt 
presentation. Thanks again, Joey! 
 
 For our February meeting, we have another Bring Your Own Tree night! This time we’re concentrating 
on wiring, so bring in a couple of trees you would like to wire and we’ll all help each other make our trees look 
great. We will also have several small boxwoods that are owned by ABS, that we would like to eventually offer 
in raffles, or at our annual auction. It would really help out if club members would help wire these boxwoods, 
and it would also be good practice before working on your own trees, so please consider helping out. For this 
meeting, along with your trees please bring wire and tools (e.g., wire cutter, pliers). The club will provide wire 
for the boxwoods. 
 
 Also in February we have an exciting new event, Day of Bonsai, on Feb. 28. The Austin’s Day of Bonsai 
event will be held at the ZBC clubhouse auditorium (where we have our meetings), and will run from 9:30 am 
to 4:30 pm. This day will have display trees, a Chinese calligraphy station, and a bald cypress demo/lecture by 
Louisiana bonsai artist Randy Bennet (the demo starts at 1:30). Apparently Randy does a lot of carving in his 
work, so come watch the wood chips fly! There will also be two paid workshops at the Day of Bonsai, one with 
variegated Flowering Jasmine and one with large Rotundifolia Boxwoods. The Jasmine workshop will be run by 
Joey McCoy, and has a cost of $120, which includes the tree. The Boxwood workshop will be run by Randy 
Bennet, and will cost $260, including the tree. The workshops are at 9:30 am, so unfortunately you can’t 
attend both. These workshops will be semi-private, meaning the workshop space will be separated from the 
main event, but people attending the Day of Bonsai event will still be able to observe the workshop. 
 
 We will need volunteers the day before (Friday, Feb. 27) to help set up for the event, and on Saturday 
evening to help take everything down. If you can, please sign up to help out! 
 
 The next day, Mar. 1st, ABS is sponsoring a private workshop with Randy Bennet. The workshop will 
be held at ABM Photography Studio, from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm. Randy will guide participants in working on a 
bald cypress, which Randy will bring with him from Louisiana. The cost of this workshop should be around 
$350 to $400, depending on the tree selected. Additionally, ABS members can silently observe this workshop 
at no cost, after signing a waiver. Randy Bennet is a renowned bald cypress artist, so this workshop is an inval-
uable opportunity to learn from a master and get a nice tree!  
For more information on the Day of Bonsai workshops and the Mar. 1 bald cypress workshop, please send an 
email to JonWoodBonsai@gmail.com.  
 
Thanks for reading, and see you at the next meeting! 
Eric 



 

 

Vice President’s Message 
By Sachin A. 
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Hello Austin Bonsai friends, 
 
 I hope everyone is doing well and that your trees came through last month’s winter storm safely. Cold 
snaps can be stressful for both bonsai and growers, and I hope you were able to protect your collections and 
avoid any major losses. Events like that always remind us how important preparation and shared knowledge 
are in our bonsai journey. 
 
 February is shaping up to be a busy and exciting month for the club, with two great opportunities to 
learn, connect, and celebrate bonsai together. 
 
 Our February monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 11th at Zilker Botanical Garden. 
This month’s focus will be wiring, an essential skill for shaping and refining our trees. Members are encouraged 
to bring one to two trees to practice wiring during the meeting.  We recommend bringing  bonsai wire and 
basic wiring tools, including pliers and wire cutters, to support the hands-on learning. 
 
 We will also have a selection of club pre-bonsai material available for purchase. These trees make ex-
cellent practice material and help support club fundraising, so please consider taking a look and supporting the 
club. 
 
 Later in the month, we are excited to host our Day of Bonsai event on February 28th at Zilker Botanical 
Garden. This special event will feature a workshop by renowned bonsai artist Randy Bennett, a bonsai show, 
and a bonsai scroll-making workshop. It will be a full day dedicated to celebrating bonsai and learning from 
one another. 
  
 Thank you to everyone who continues to make Austin Bonsai such a supportive and welcoming com-
munity. I look forward to seeing you at our February events and spending time working on trees together. 
 
Happy growing, 
Sachin 
 



 

 

Austin’s Day of Bonsai 2026 
February  28, 2026 

The Day of Bonsai on February 28, 2026, at Zilker Botanical Garden (2220 Barton Springs Rd, Austin, TX) is a full-day event 

featuring a blend of free public bonsai activities and two paid morning workshops. Most activities are open to the public with 

paid park admission, except for the morning workshops, which require advance RSVP and payment. The workshops are held in a 

screened-off area to ensure a focused learning environment. Free activities include bonsai displays, educational tables, a Chinese 

calligraphy station, and a headline live bonsai styling demonstration by renowned artist Randy Bennett in the afternoon. The 

event is designed to welcome both bonsai enthusiasts and newcomers, with special instructions for Austin Bonsai Society 

members regarding parking. 

 

Austin’s Day of Bonsai 2026 (Saturday, February 28, 2026) 

Location: Zilker Botanical Garden, 2200 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX 

 

 

 

Time Activity/Workshop Access/Cost Details 

9:30 AM–12:30 PM 

Variegated Flowering 

Jasmine Workshop with 

Joey McCoy 

Paid $120  
RSVP to  

JonWoodBonsai@gmail.com 

512-695-2728 

Private, focused workshop. Public access restricted. 
Please arrive by 9:00 AM to set up and park in the volunteer lot. 

Bring your tools, wires, and a turntable. Silent observation is  

available to current ABS members. 

9:30 AM–12:30 PM 

Large Boxwood  

Rotundifolia Workshop 

with Randy Bennett 

Paid $260 
RSVP to  

JonWoodBonsai@gmail.com 

512-695-2728 

Private, focused workshop. Public access restricted. 
Please arrive by 9:00 AM to set up and park in the volunteer lot. 

Bring your tools, wires, and a turntable. Silent observation is  

available to current ABS members. 

9:30 AM–4:30 PM 

Free Bonsai Display 
Theme: Winter Silhouette, 

Spring buds and floers, Land-

scape scene 

Free (with admission) Beautiful trees displayed in half the auditorium. 

9:30 AM–4:30 PM 
TTSBE Exhibit Trees 

Viewing 
Free (with admission) Exhibit trees in the garden. 

9:30 AM–4:30 PM 

Bonsai Education/Q&A 

Table 
Interact with a rotation of club 

members or see them work on 

tree(s) of choice. 

Free (with admission) Run by volunteers, open all day. 

10:00 AM–12:00 PM 
Chinese Calligraphy Table 

With Ruby Chiang 
Free (with admission) 

Personal names or inspirational words drawn in  

Chinese calligraphy. Possible afternoon session. 

1:00 PM 
Auditorium Seating 

Opens 
Free (with admission) 

Morning workshop area converted for public  

demonstration seating. 

1:30 PM–4:00 PM 
Live Bonsai Styling 

Demonstration 
Raffle Tree Drawing @ 4:00 PM 

Free (with admission) 

Headliner event by Randy Bennett. 

Large collected bald cypress. Consider arriving up to an hour early for 

parking and to enjoy the program before the headliner begins. 
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Austin’s Day of Bonsai 2026 
February  28, 2026 

 

Large Bald Cypress Workshop (Sunday, March 1, 2026) 

 

 
 

Setup (Friday, February 27, 2026) 

 

 

Date Time Location Cost (Approx.) Access/Participation Details 

March 1, 2026 

All Day 

9:30 AM -  

4:00 PM 

ABM Photography Studio, 1205 Sheldon 

Cove Building 1 - Suite H Floor 2, Austin, 

TX 78753 

 

$375–$450 
RSVP to  

JonWoodBosai@gmail.com  

512-695-2728 

 

 

RSVP and waiver form signed 

Please arrive by 9:30 AM for setup and 

parking. Bring a sturdy folding chair, carving 

tools (such as a Dremel, gouges, or chisels), 

wires, and a turntable. Silent observation is 

available for current ABS members who 

have signed the waiver. 

Date Time Details 

February 27, 2026 
1:00 PM -  

6:00 PM 

1:00 PM – Pick up the show backdrops in South Austin. For location details or  

questions, text 512-695-2728 or email JonWoodBosai@gmail.com. 

 

2:00 PM – 6:00 PM – Meet at Zilker Botanical Garden to drop off trees. All trees 

must be retrieved by 4:45 PM on Saturday, February 28, 2026. Set up Educational 

Booths, Workshop Areas, the Raffle Table, and the Bonsai Display using half of the 

Auditorium. 
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Austin’s Day of Bonsai 2026 
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Austin’s Day of Bonsai 2026 
Workshops 
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Austin’s Day of Bonsai 2026 
Workshops 
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Austin’s Day of Bonsai 2026 
Workshops 
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Get Connected! 

Join our online 

discussion  

 

Official Website 

Visit our website at 

austinbonsaisociety.com 

 

Facebook 

Like our Facebook page 

AustinBonsaiSociety 

 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter 

@ATXBonsai 

 

 

Instagram 

Follow us on Instagram 

@austinbonsaisociety 
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Date: January 20, 2026 

 

Location: Virtual 

 

Meeting Attendees:  

 Eric (President) 

 Sachin (Vice President) 

 Simon (Secretary) 

 Jonathan (Treasurer) 

 Ross 

 Fred 

 

President: 

 Preparations are underway for the upcoming year’s events and activities, with 

particular attention given to artist engagement and program development.  

 Key highlights include the Austin’s Day in Bonsai initiative, which continues to 

foster community participation, and recognition of The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit 

(TTSBE) on the occasion of its 10th anniversary. 

 

Vice President: 

 Alignment of programs and artists, with contributions from the full board.. 
 
Secretary:  

 The meeting commenced at 7:34pm.  

 The latest report was approved as submitted, with no amendments necessary. 
 
Treasurer:  

• Deliberations placed significant focus on the One Day in Bonsai initiative,         
recognizing it as a central element of planning. 

• Membership renewals expected to remain steady. 

• Revenues and expenditures were reconciled, with all outstanding items closed. 

• 2025 Annual Audit Report was formally certified by two ABS members during our 
January meeting. 

 
Board Member: 
John H. has resigned from the board for personal reasons. We are pleased to  
welcome Abby as his successor. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:09 pm 

ABS Board Meeting Minutes 

http://www.austinbonsaisociety.com
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 ABS Meeting with Joey 
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 ABS Meeting 
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 ABS Meeting 

Raffles 
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Last week we took a look at this leggy Black Pine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pine reminded me of a crane. Taking off with its long neck stretched out. 

 

It won’t be a good bonsai with such wings. So they need to be tucked in. And that neck is overlong.  

Japanese Black Pine Styling 
by Michael Hagedorn (Permission to repost) 
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Nice bark on this one. Maybe 35 years old. The edges of the bark plates are set off by lichen filigrees. (Lichen doesn’t hold 

onto much moisture, and where it attaches to bark I’ve yet to see bark rot. It might happen, I’ve just not seen it.)  

Japanese Black Pine Styling 
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After low branches were shortened and the top cut to a new leader. The tree has been wired but not set.  
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bottom branches roughly set. Patch is tying a guy wire down to a big root. If possible, it’s best to tie guy wires to the tree 
itself rather than the pot so you can repot without cutting them off. Guy wires usually take several years to set.  
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bending the leader to the right to begin the compaction.   
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crown has been scrunched in, and a guy wire lowers the right branch.  
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crown was too tall so we compacted it more. The right branch is now about 25 degrees lower. Before, both the left 
key branch and the low right branch were horizontal. With the tip to the left and a guy wire on the right branch, both 
branches now angle down. And with a left lean the trunk is no longer a straight post in the ground. 

And yet it’s not quite there.  
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The red line imagines an ideal canopy size. We get that rough line by looking at the trunk girth. With branches that far out, 
we’d expect the trunk to be 2-3x thicker, and it’s easier to cut branches back than to fatten the trunk. 

The crown is within the assumed canopy profile, but the bottom three branches are several inches beyond it. For now the 
crane is alive and well, still flying.  

In about three years we should be able to work those branches back, with growth and more density. And then it needs a 
repot. 
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

Here’s another Japanese Black Pine with major choices ahead. 

Let’s take a look.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A scruffy little Black Pine with a few promising lower branches and a lot of nothing halfway up.   
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After several initial cuts the pine is half the size. The top came back hard, and the two lowest branches were shortened. A 
slight tip to the right lessens the post in the ground feeling, the same issue as last week’s Black Pine.   
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After wiring and rough setting and with a guy wire on the left branch. Looks a mess, doesn’t it? A pine with a tail.  

The branch that dangles to the right will be retained for the growing season, to provide enough food. We cut a lot off this 
tree, and even though Black Pine is pretty tough, so little foliage can stress a plant. Next fall that dangling branch comes 
off.  
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a guide to future removals. The pine tail will be cut. And we’ll cut off the large stub off the top, currently being used 
to anchor a guy wire. If you squint you can maybe see where this is going.   
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Japanese Black Pine Styling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sketch might help understand why we left what we left. The canopy line shows the total size of the future tree. The 
top of the crown is off to one side of the base, one way to provide tension. There’s presumed thickening of the trunk. And 
there’s a future trunk line rising off the current leader. Flow would be to the left, with the lowest branch indicating direc-
tion.   
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 Reminder: 2023 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEE AMOUNT INCREASE 

 

            Beginning in January 2023, ABS will charge an annual membership fee of 

$35 for an individual and $40/couple pursuant to the vote taken by the ABS 

Board on May 17, 2022, the discussion by attendees at the June 22 ABS meeting, 

the newsletter announcement dated June and July, 2022 and the regular meeting 

vote taken on July 13, 2022.  Fees for electronic payments will be added to those 

amounts.  

 

            Memberships are annual and need to be renewed each year by the end of 

February in order to receive a copy of the 2023 Directory. 

New/Renewed Members for 2026 

Simon & May  Jonathan Alisan & Lynn (honorary) Elaine (honorary) 

Hani & Jane T. John P.   Nilda G. Andrew I. 

David G. Mike G. Eric B. Shawn W. 

Jorge V. Dana L. Susan C. Hunter J. 

Roalnd L. Jay N. Dash C.  
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Recruiting Authors 
  

 With a nod of respect to John Miller, who has been diligently writing monthly columns for 

our newsletter, we would also like to take this time to invite interested members with knowledge 

and experiences of local Austin conditions to write articles for beginners and potential aspirants 

keen on raising bonsai. The Bonsai Notebook is looking for a new voice to author a column 

providing helpful reminders and tips dedicated to caring for bonsai. Be it a monthly routine or 

winter procedures, we’d like to welcome new perspectives and experiences to be shared in this 

newsletter. If interested, please contact: webmaster.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com. 

 

 A warm thank you to John Miller for writing the latest columns. Even I, as the editor, may 

have taken these last months for granted and have been reminded that life is a charming 

companion that deserves to be appreciated every day. Thank you for your helpful words! 

Reminder for club membership and advertisement 

  
2026 membership fee 
                Individual     $35.00 
                Family      $40.00 
                Newsletter monthly advertisements:  $35.00 
                Directory advertisement:   $11.00 
 
You may contact payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com for convenient  
electronic payment options (processing fee will be added). 
 
Gift certificate for memberships is also available, please send inquiry to   
payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com 

mailto:payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com?subject=ABS%20payment%20inquiry
mailto:payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com?subject=ABS%20payment%20inquiry
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Advertisements 
  
  



 

 

The Austin Bonsai Society is a nonprofit organization which exists 

to help in providing guidance and education for individuals in their 

desire to learn and expand their knowledge and skill in the arts of 

bonsai. 

The Society holds regular meetings, twelve months a year, on the 

second Wednesday of each month. Our social period begins at 6:30 

pm, followed by our program at 7:00 pm. Normally, unless 

announced otherwise, these meetings are held in the Zilker Garden 

Center building, located on Barton Springs Road in Zilker Park, 

Austin, Texas. We offer a monthly program of interest to the 

general membership. 

For additional information, contact the Austin Bonsai Society at 

P.O. Box 340474, Austin, TX 78734 or                                              

Email: webmaster.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com 

About Us 

Austin Bonsai 
Society 

P.O. Box 340474 
Austin, TX 78734 

Bonsai Notebook 
Austin Bonsai Society 

P.O. Box 340474 

Austin, Texas 78734 
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