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Calendar of Events
July 14th   ABS Monthly Meeting Reception
	 Hosts: Becki Drozd and Zerita Rogers
	 (Next months hosts: Sunny Huang and 
		  Charlotte Cranberg)
	 Zilker Garden Center 7:00 pm

July 14th   ABS Monthly Meeting
	 Find the Line with Donna Dobberfuhl
	 Zilker Garden Center 7:30 - 9:00 pm

July 20th   ABS Board Meeting
	 Zilker Garden Center 7:00 - 7:30 pm

July 20th   ABS Member’s Workshop
	 Find the Line Workshop - Bring your
		  own tree
	 Zilker Garden Center 7:30 - 9:00 pm

July Programs
by Mike Watson

July is here and summer is in full swing . While I’m 
watering my trees (sometimes for the 2nd or even 
3rd time that day!) I will often look at a subject 
that I havenôt really ýgured out a design for and 
contemplate the possibilities as I move on to water 
it’s neighbors. Let’s face it, there are some trees that 
leave you bafþed. You just cant see the ñlineò that 

will become the main trunk. For our monthly meeting 
on Wednesday, July 14th  , Donna Dobberfuhl will 
give us some tips on doing just that. Donna is one of 
our fellow members as well as the current president of 
the San Antonio Bonsai Society. She is also an artist 
and an amazing sculptor. As we all know, a bonsai is a 
ñliving sculptureò so Donnaôs talents give her an insight 
that we can all learn and use on our trees.

For our member’s workshop on Tuesday, July 20th 
we will bring in our ñproblem childrenò and see if we 
can’t put them on the proper path. That’s right, bring 
your tree or trees that have you stumped (pun intended) 
and we will  try to ñýnd the lineò. Sometimes it just 
takes another set of eyes looking at it to see the tree 
within!

Mike grafting a boxwood at June’s member’s 
workshop
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Collin Murphy is the editor of ñBonsai Notebookò. He 
may be contacted at ckmurphy2000@yahoo.com.
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President’s Message
by Joey McCoy

The Fort Worth LSBF convention wrapped to a close 
and those who left had a terriýc time.  For people who 
made the trip, I know they drove home with added 
skills, a new Bonsai or pre-Bonsai or two, and a strong 
basis for a further friendship in the Texas Bonsai com-
munity.  A few of my highlights: 

1.	 Comparing species used from Chicago, 
	 Texas and Louisiana with the visiting artists
2.	 Learning about the Japanese teaching 
	 program from someone who’s about to go 
	 for a 3 year apprenticeship.
3.	 A lively discussion about esthetics based on 
	 Japanese, American and European ñstylesò
4.	 Watching a member of the Corpus Christi 
	 club take over the rafþe sales to bump up the 
	 income
5.	 Working on some fantastic material under 
	 the eye of a visiting artist
6.	 Most of all just having time to spend with 
	 friends, both in Austin Bonsai and from the 
	 rest of the state.

Corpus Christi is next year’s location, and you know 
I’ll be there!

There is still plenty of time to be picking out material 
for the workshop by our visiting artist Roy Nagatoshi 
on Tuesday September 2nd.  It may sound like it’s a 
ways off, but the date can creep up on us quickly!  
See Mike Watson about reserving a spot early.  Roy 
is an terriýc 2nd generation Bonsai artist who is well 
known for his teaching skills.  I met Roy a few years 
ago, visiting his nursery in California.  I was equally 
impressed with his amazing trees and his kind and 
funny nature.

Membership is something a club always has to worry 
over.  We’re always trying to raise the number of mem-
bers by letting Austin and surrounding areas know 
about us and by making it an interesting place for 
visitors and regulars. Even in this age of technology, 
the best way to pass knowledge is person to person, 
and this is what a society like ours does best.  
continued on next page

Austin Bonsai on the Internet
Online discussions

Picture and video sharing
Questions and answers

Upcoming events
NO SPAM

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/austinbonsai/
or

jvmccoy@sbcglobal.net.
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continued from previous page
By having a diverse group with different skills, our 
club becomes a much more dynamic place to learn 
and grow.  This is why getting the word out is so 
important. As a club, we do a yearly display at Zilker 
Garden Fest and of course our annual show.  Outreach 
shouldn’t necessarily stop there.  If you know some-
one who has an interest in this art, encourage them 
to come to a meeting or two.  We all focus ourselves 
differently: some like the horticultural challenge, 
some are in it for the artistry, others simply love to 
be around Bonsai but don’t have many plants of their 
own, others are enamored by the pottery, the display, 
the miniature accent plants, natives, collecting, etc.  
And they’re all needed; a club without an active vol-
unteer membership is one that won’t be around much 
longer.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to add 
their voice to our song.  So let’s all get the word out 
whenever possible.

LSBF Convention Report
by Mark Bynum, 2010 LSBF Convention Chairman

I am actually sad that the Convention is over because 
I had such a good time.  Our #1 goal was to provide 
a venue of learning and personal advancement in the 
bonsai art and I believe we accomplished just that in 
an atmosphere of fun to boot!  The three out of State 
guest artists, Peter Warren, Matt Ouwinga, and Guy 
Guidry, energetically commented to me on the focused 
atmosphere of the convention.  It seemed to them a non-
stop merry-go-round of bonsai learning and fun.  They 
each liked the workshop material, the smoothness of the 
schedule, and the attitude of the people in attendance.  
Peter Tea*, an up and coming artist from California and 
a guest at our convention, was quite impressed with the 
learning attitude of the people in attendance saying, 
ñYou do not see this high level of learning commitment 
in many of the bonsai conventions in California.ò  Peter 
Warren from the UK just plain likes the ñfolksò, as he 
called us in his English accent, in Texas and donated 
time before the convention to work on a few private 
collections and raised $500 for us.

The rafþes, the auction, and the ñBonsai Maniacò contest 
provided the fun part of the convention.  Buddy Allen, 
current LSBF president and past chairman of several 
bonsai conventions, says that a convention will be a 
success if the food is good.  Because of this advice, the 
hotel chef and I worked out the menu well in advance 
and I advised him of the riotous nature of bonsai enthu-
siasts with sharp shears in their hands!  Not surprisingly 
then the food was above average for a hotel.  I hope you 
enjoyed the white glove service on Saturday evening.  
We had many favorable comments.  As a matter of fact, 
I have not heard one unfavorable comment.

To my relief, the auction was a success and set a good 
starting standard for future LSBF auctions.  Auctions 
have many unknown factors to them: how many trees 
will come, what will the quality and value be, how many 
varieties will we have, will people bid?  All I could do is 
set up the format/venue and see what happened.  Thanks 
to all selling owners and winning bidders for your help.  
All of Texas bonsai beneýted from the ýnancial success 
of this auction as well, raising over $2000 proceeds.  I 
would like to see this auction continued at future LSBF 
conventions.  If the members know that a big auction is 
coming up, preparations will be made well in advance 
and the auction will just get bigger and better over the 
next few years.  As you know in our bonsai world, it 
may take 2+ years for a tree to reach a saleable maturity.   
Please consider this when your club hosts the Texas 
Bonsai Convention.

Thanks to all the LSBF clubs for your donations to the 
rafþe and your enthusiasm. On behalf of the members of 
the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, we enjoyed having you 
visit us and we hope you enjoyed the show!

“If you have already started packing for the next 
Texas Bonsai Convention in Corpus Christi……..
then YOU are a bonsai maniac!”

*Peter Tea has been featured as an up and coming bonsai 
artist in Bonsai Focus Magazine. When he returns from 
his apprenticeship in Japan, he will be a good candidate 
for a LSBF traveling artist tour.
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Boxwood Grafting with Joey McCoy
Photos by Mike Watson




